
Variabilin, a Chemotaxonomic Marker for the Family Irciniidae
Yonghong Liua,*, Si Zhanga, Jee H. Jungb, and Tunhai Xuc

a Key Laboratory of Marine Bio-resources Sustainable Utilization, South China Sea Institute
of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangzhou 510301, China.
Fax: +86-20-84451672. E-mail: yonghongliu@scsio.ac.cn

b College of Pharmacy, Pusan National University, Busan 609Ð735, Korea
c School of Chinese Materia Medica, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine,
Beijing 100029, China

* Author for correspondence and reprint requests

Z. Naturforsch. 62c, 473Ð476 (2007); received December 13, 2006/January 28, 2007
The furanosesterterpene variabilin was isolated from the sponge Sarcotragus. From a

chemical point of view, the family Irciniidae has been the source of furanosesterterpenes,
and especially variabilin is an important chemotaxonomic marker for the family Irciniidae.
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